Week 3 Class 22/09/16
Black Lives Matter and the Ethics of Disruptive Protests

Or, What we can learn from Mizzou and Colin Kaepernick

2 things:

· Sociology of black rage

· Sociology of disruptive protest movements

· both these things currently mean similar things in the context of the Black Lives Matter Movement

· Washington Post headline: “Charlotte officials call for peace after police shooting”

· Only calling for peace after a Black Man was killed.

· Implies the officials are the ones asking for peace

· Script in the theatre of radical deception is always the same

· Call for peace should have come before police killed someone

Interview on CNN with Governor of North Carolina who declared State of Emergency

· “police requested additional assistance” have been “preparing these type od instances”

· State of Emergency = handing over control of orders to Chief of Police

· Governor says he wants to protect “buildings and assets” <- example of the West reading and what we discussed in class this week where people care about material things/existence of buildings more than people’s lives

· “we cannot tolerate the destruction of property” “that is not the American way”

· The Governor cites social media as a disadvantage, because of people being able to organise on it

· “some people will incite violence for a show at the expense of the country” entirely hypocritical, talking about all the protestors when this should be aimed at the Police

· State of Emergency = specific legal consequences -> primary legal purpose is to request the National Guard, martial law and curfews.

· A black person being killed every 28 hours won’t get you a State of Emergency.

· Only thing that will get you National Guard is when people who were previously ‘property’ (when black people were enslaved) destroy property

Read: Carol Anderson – White Rage

· Historically black rage takes form of petty property damage collectively.

· Black rage is not the systemic rage it’s white rage

· White rage leads to legal changes.

· White rage is governors demanding maximum/minimum sentences for prisons

· Violent rage, we only think of it being executed via property or physically, but lots of other forms of violent rage. Eg. Judicial

Audre Lorde

· Anger = action

· Guilt, shame = complacent, useless

· “riots of the language of the unheard” Dr. King <- what West called the radical King, the King we don’t talk about

· Sadness = politically useless emotion -> paralysing does not lead to action

· How to get movement to move: anger

· Hate (sourced in fear) anger isn’t & a tremendously useful strategy

· Justice is what love looks like in a public square

· BLM is a love movement routed in anti-violence. (James Baldwin’s quote referenced in the article on Colin Kaepernick, about loving America more than any other country on the globe, and therefore criticising it and holding it accountable)

America as a country began as a protest/social movement. A movement against British imperialism and taxation without representation.

Marc Lamont Hill

· Kaepernick on the cover of times <- cooperate media adopting his knee.
· Resistance gets co-opted; have to be wary at moments when the resistance can turn into something different.
· How Nobody came about: MLH was journalist for BET, when down to Ferguson to cover the story. Everyone from classic to social media was displaying pictures of Mike Brown’s body on the ground.

He saw a burned down building (one kind of resistance)

Next to the building a stencil in pastel colours saying “Thank you black twitter” (another kind of resistance)

· Mike Brown’s death became a spectacle, not because of his death, but it becoming a public event 

· Lynching = hanged, also so that people would see ‘justice’, like a discipline of your own body.

· Death of Mike Brown like an “inter-personal” affair, but his body laying there for four and a half hours, like 19th century lynching

· State violence was a form of entertainment and recreation

· Mike Brown laying there for 4.5 hours, no medical attention, it’s 95 degrees, kids put sheet on top of him but not big enough to cover him

· Entire world saw spectacle, globally mediated, bigger, broader.

· “black twitter” – crafting spaces of resistance, “counter public”

· public sphere <- place where ideas can be exchanged but always been exclusionary

· Counter-public sphere, spaces of resistance

· Black book store – counter public sphere – different types of texts there.

· Nancy Fraser -> strong v. weak counter publics

· CNN/Fox, saying smoke bombs were about to be thrown at protestors but they’d already been tear gassed.

· Black twitter let everyone know protestors had been tear gassed, black twitter put up different pictures of all the victims killed by police as cooperate/classic media tries to depict victims as thugs with photos they select.

· ‘SayHerName’ – black women resisting against lack of mainstream coverage. Challenging dominating media. ‘IfIShouldDieInCustody’

· Someone said to MLH “They left Mike Brown out there like he belonged to Nobody”

· Ferguson, an area with abandoned public schools, people moved there for jobs, shifts, housing, but all abandoned.

· Failed, ambitious housing project in Ferguson (built in 50s, abandoned in 70s), different floors for different races, but elevator would only go to certain floors, so integration would happen via people walking between the floors.  No whites ever moved in, Black people move from St Louis to Ferguson/the suburbs for jobs.
· Suburbanization of poverty

· Ferguson, no jobs, schools have no money, therefore town business becomes stopping people (police stopping people)
· 20,000 people in Ferguson, 16,000 of them have warrants. <- Back drop to a deeper set of problems
· Ritual humiliation -> stop & search in NY. Space itself is criminalised in our minds .e.g. if a Black Woman is standing still on a straight corner people assume she is looking for drugs or sex work.
Nobody

Chapter 2 – Broken – Broken Window Policing

Logic of Broken Window Policing:

· Begins 1985. The Atlantic publishes article 1982 where this theory starts: if window is broken left unattended, implies people don’t care. Therefore, tend to small crimes so that big crimes won’t happen

· Neighbourhood rules, the ones worth enforcing according the theory (never happened, as police took control and made the rules.)

· Idea of broken window theory, a relationship between disorder and crime.

· When put into practice in NY, they took out the community part:

· Police meant to be on foot, not in cars. By being in cars, they don’t know the community, not engaging. Becomes less about neighbourhood rules and more about top-down rules.

· Broken Window theory never happened

· If you over police people, you will criminalise people. -> raids, if you go looking somewhere you’ll find it.

· Little arrests aren’t stopping big arrests.

· Disorder & crime actually indistinguishable

· Problem is, presumptions were made about what people see as disorder, issue of validity.

· Original theory was more about social services, in practice, they took out all the things people would want from this theory

· Way to repair poverty = access to jobs and access to drug treatment.

· Heavy policing now means heavy arresting. According to Silvergate, all of us commit three felonies a day.

· Question is not about breaking the laws, but about who is getting policed

· Broken Window Theory wasn’t just a conservative project, liberals played key role also.

· State of Violence happening from broken window approach.

Read: From Savage to Negro – Lee Baker

· 20th century = more liberal, fuzzy racism.

· ‘Intellectual’ arguments still being made about black, brown and queer’s bodies. (super-predator outgrowth of this narrative)

· Prison litigation format: 1994 – Crime Bill, 1996 – Welfare Reform bill

· Logic of getting tough on crime starts in popular culture in the 1980s. eg. Movies: Lean On Me, Dangerous Minds, The Blind Side. Most of these movements people saved by the charismatic white person, only difference is Lean On Me, where saved by charismatic Black person.

· “politics of disposability” – Flint, Hurricane Katrina, drug problems.

· War on Drugs, not about war on drugs, it’s about drug users, not about the idea, but about the substance.

· MLH doesn’t hold Hillary Clinton accountable for Bill Clinton’s policies because she is his wife or was First Lady but because she publicly advocated all his policies. She stated she was his key policy advisor and therefore must be held accountable.

· Justice not equated to punishment, can have punishment without confinement. 

READ: Freedom Dreams – Robin Kelly

· Black radical imagination – always the starting point, but this imagination is being shrunk over times.

· Relative, contingent freedom – understood what looked like for her (Robin Kelley)
· Understand what freedom means, then agency comes in.

Read: Maxine Greene – Releasing the Imagination

· On general election, voting between the two parties = not growing up, but growing old


Abolitionism
· Abolitionism never been just about dismantling systems, but imagining a new ones.

· Whenever talk about dismantling prisons, people always imagine the most violent people they can think of to justify why prisons shouldn’t be dismantled.

· Restorative Model of Justice instead of Retributive

· Restorative model -> who was hurt, how do we repair it

· Justice = making you whole again

· How do we get there? What does it mean to abolish a prison?

· Goal, guiding principle = decarcaration -> how do we get people out – e.g. get rid of bail

· Idea you have to exchange money for freedom is itself an evil. 84% of people in county/state jails are there because they don’t have the money to pay for bail. -> the longer you spend in prison, the more likely you are to commit another crime.

· Another example of decarcaration: drug treatment

Excarcaration – decriminalising some of these acts. People don’t commit crimes, they commit acts. Crime is a social construct. For examples, drugs and prostitution shouldn’t be criminalised. 

· If you get rid of some of these crimes, then the role of police would change drastically. 

· People with mental health issues, in the new system would have a type of confinement. Person who shot Reagan just got released, after having mental help in confinement.

· Disarming & disbanding the police.

· Investment in services = less likely to commit crimes

· Shaun King sharing videos of black people’s deaths all the time -> trauma being produced, risk of death becoming ordinary.

· People need to see the deaths to be “woke”, but consequences.

· Before videos, these deaths weren’t see as black witnesses are not regarded as legitimate.

· Videos are to convince stubborn world that state violence and white supremacy is still prevalent.

· It is a contradiction to want prison abolished, but want police to go to jail. 

· “To exist is to resist, it’s all we have” <- from when asked if resistance is worth while when people are always co-opting it.

· In Godfather Part II, Michael Corleoni says that the people who are fighting but not being paid to fight eg. Not government army are the ones that are going to win. BLM is winning, winning is all that’s left and the only option.

· Spent 12 days in Palestine, and going back. Goal to learn and share. Similarities between Ferguson and Gaza <- ritual violence and humiliation. Malcolm X understood internationalism, crucial part of justice.
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